Philippines: NorthWind Bangui Bay Project

The Philippines is strategically located on the Asia Pacific
monsoon belt which gives the 7,100 island country high
potential for utilizing wind energy and countering the recent
rise in oil prices. The Philippines has an average recorded
wind velocity ranging from one to eight meters per second
and throughout the year there is almost a constant supply
of wind.

The NorthWind Bangui Bay Project is a 33 megawatt wind
turbine power plant located in the foreshore of Bangui Bay
in llocos Norte Province, Philippines. The project is situated
at a remote part of the Luzon grid which is plagued by
expensive and unreliable power supply, due to the long-
distance power transmission from various generation
sources. The project involves the development of a wind
farm consisting of 20 state-of-the-art wind turbines. Annual
energy production is estimated to be about 87 gigawatt
hours. The project sponsor is a local private company,
NorthWind Power Development Corporation.

The Philippines 2001 Electric Power Industry Reform Act
stressed the development and utilization of indigenous
and renewable energy resources to tackle the country’s
dependence on imported oil and coal for power generation.
This project, being the first commercial wind power project
in the entire ASEAN region, will contribute significantly
to the country’s knowledge base in terms of wind power
plant operation and the generation of clean energy from a
renewable source.

The project will export electricity to the Luzon grid and
displace highly polluting diesel-based power generation at
the margin, thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions. A
reduction of approximately 356,000 tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent is forecast for the first seven-year crediting
period and will be sold to the Prototype Carbon Fund.
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Projects such as this will help the Philippines
achieve its commitment to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and benefit through its participation in the
CDM under the Kyoto Protocol.
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