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Honduras: Pico Bonito Forest Restoration

Honduras suffered the greatest percentage loss of forest
cover of any country in Latin America over the past
generation. Between 1990 and 2005, over 37% of the
forests in the country disappeared. Worse, since the end
of the 1990s, Honduras’ rate of forest loss has increased
by 9%. This deforestation touches all of Honduras’ varied
ecosystems—from mountainous forests to rainforests
to mangrove swamps—and threatens its ecological
richness. The country’s high rate of deforestation stems
from its poverty. Despite its natural wealth, both mineral
and biological, Honduras is one of the poorest countries
in Central America. Deforestation results from slash and
burn agriculture by subsistence farmers, clearing for cattle
pasture, collection of fuelwood (65% of the country’s energy
comes from fuelwood), mining activities, timber harvesting
and forest fires.

This project will implement a range of community pilot
projects in the Pico Bonito National Park buffer zone. The
Park’s natural resources have been seriously degraded
due to marginal agriculture and cattle grazing. Sustainable
forestry management will be introduced along with
other agroforestry production techniques to reverse this
situation.

Five types of activities will be supported: agroforestry for
small-scale producers, reforestation for conservation,
reforestation for sustainable commercial forestry under
certification, forest preservation, and community-based
sustainable forest management. These activities will benefit
communities living in this zone and provide employment
for many more. Reforestation and the development of
sustainable economic activities will enhance the park’s
ability to sustain threatened biodiversity and improve the
integrity of important local headwaters. This project carries
a methodology for leakage monitoring and mitigation.

The BioCarbon Fund will purchase emission reductions of
450,000 and 400,000 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent
through Window One and Window Two of the fund,
respectively.

74 m CARBON FINANCE AT THE WORLD BANK 2006

PHOTO BY TODD SHAPERA

This project will bring crucially needed employment
and income to communities around the park. These
communities really need extra income, and they are
currently getting it from slash and burn practices or
extracting illegal wood or poaching wildlife.
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